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Barkhamsted 
Mario Santoro 

Roger Behrens, alternate 
 

Canton 
Lans Perry (Secretary) 

 
Colebrook 

Tom Stanton (Vice Chair) 
 

Hartland 
Dan Bowler (Chair) 

Bob Beeman, alternate 
 

New Hartford 
Alison Murdock 

Tony Mitchell, alternate 
 

CT Department of Energy 
& Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) 

Peter Aarrestad 
Matt Goclowski, alternate 
Susan Peterson, alternate 

 
Farmington River 

Anglers Association 
(FRAA) 

Mark Swenson 
 

Farmington River 
Watershed Association 

(FRWA) 
David Sinish (Treasurer) 
Bill Dornbos, alternate 

 
Metropolitan District 
Commission (MDC) 

Jim Randazzo 
 

National Park Service 
(NPS) 

Liz Lacy 
Jamie Fosburgh, alternate 

Greetings, 

What an exciting year - the 25th year of the Farmington Riverõs designation as a 
Wild & Scenic River! We hope you will spend some time reading this annual re-
port as there is detailed, valuable information showcasing the contributions of the 
FRCC and many people that enjoy our unique river. 
 
While there are many accomplishments to herald, there are still disconcerting 
trends that need to be addressed. 
 
Starting with the positives: the October Open House with guest speaker, Nancy 
Johnson, and several past Farmington River Watershed Association Executive 
Directors, the River Steward Program, Small Grants to Hartland and New Hart-
ford Land Trusts, the beautiful Farmington River Quilt Exhibit (our silent advo-
cate) which continues to be viewed around the area, and the Riverside Music Se-
ries in New Hartford bringing people together to celebrate the river's 25th Wild & 
Scenic anniversary. These were some of the main events that highlighted the year. 
 
One of the river's major Wild & Scenic components, Satanõs Kingdom, has again 
become a trendy destination for people wanting to take a summer tube float. Peo-
ple are coming from far and wide to float this wild gorge with scenic cliff walls 
and a whitewater rapid. Hundreds of tubers per hour on a hot summer day can 
overload the environmental carrying capacity. The tubing concession does a great 
job providing a safe and round trip. However, independent tubers have increased 
tremendously and this amount of visitors can sometimes let their personal enjoy-
ment create problems of trash, trespassing, and habitat degradation. The FRCC is 
working with Connecticutõs Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 
to improve this situation.  
 
I would like to thank the members of the FRCC, and the many people seen and 
unseen, who keep the Outstandingly Remarkable Values of the 
river viable. 

 
 
Dan Bowler 
FRCC Chair, Hartland Representative 

 

Twenty - fifth Anniversary of Wild & Scenic 

Upper Farmington River  

Farmington river coordinating committee  



River Awareness, Protection, and Enjoyment  

 

In 1994, the 14-mile segment of the West Branch Farmington River from below Goodwin/Hogback dam in Hart-

land to the Canton/New Hartford line received its designation. In 2019, the Lower Farmington River and Salmon 

Brook received Wild & Scenic status for more than 61 miles. Part of this designation added 1.1 miles in Canton 

above the two Collinsville dams to the existing Upper Farmington designation. The West Branch Farmington Riv-

er free-flowing designated segment is now a total of 15.1 miles.  

This section of the West Branch Farmington River was entered into the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System as 

a result of a great effort by citizens and organizations to protect the river from a proposed diversion and other 

major water resource projects. The Farmington is among the first òPartnership Wild & Scenic Riversó as protec-

tion comes from federal, state and local town governments and other organizations with a vested interest in the 

health of the river. 

The 25th anniversary gave the opportunity for FRCC celebrations, including three outdoor concerts at the Pavilion 

in New Hartford with WildCat Creek, the Podunk Throwbacks, and The Matchstick Architects. The Sunday afternoons 

by the river were enjoyed by many as they listened to local bands and learned about FRCC and the River. FRCC 

helped sponsor FRWAõs 2nd Annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival, and the year ended with the Annual FRCC Open 

House in October, which included an art show, live music from Travelinõ Trout, and guest speakers. Honored 

guests included former Congresswoman Nancy Johnson; FRWA current and former Executive Directors: Bill 

Dornbos, Eric Hammerling, Kevin Case, Nathan Frohling, and Suzie Wilkins Berl; Phil Huffman and Liz Lacy 

from National Park Service; FRCC representative and FRWA board member, David Sinish; and FRCC represent-

atives. Former Connecticut Congresswoman Nancy Johnson introduced legislation in 1984 to have the West 

Branch of the Farmington River studied for inclusion in the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System, and FRCC 

was honored to have her and others who were instrumental in the process of designation to speak at the 25th An-

niversary.  
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Top left photo (clockwise): Bill Dornbos, Eric 

Hammerling, Suzie Wilkins Berl, David 

Sinish, and Kevin Case.  

Top right: (left to right): Nathan Frohling, Nancy 

Johnson, Eric Hammerling, and Kevin Case.  

Bottom left and enter: Summer concert series 

featuring the Podunk Throwbacks.  

Bottom right: Nancy Johnson and Liz Lacy. 


